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  Track 11:    Mid-course Test, Listening exercise 

1  

J = Jo  M = Marta 

J: Have you ever had your family tree done, Marta? 

M: Yes, I have. And you, Jo? 

J: Yes, I’ve just had it done. Fascinating! I discovered that one of 

my ancestors had been a minister for King Charles the second 

in the seventeenth century. Now I’m thinking of having a DNA 

test. 

M: Whatever for? 

J: Because it could be very exciting! I know my family originally 

came from France. But who knows, I might be 50% Native 

American, or 15% sub-Saharan African! 

M: In my opinion, it doesn’t really matter, does it? You know your 

family history and where your ancestors came from. The rest is 

a waste of money!  
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2 

W = Woman  M = Man 

W: Did you see the news about the big earthquake? 

M: Yes, isn’t it awful? 

W: It reminds me of when I was in Argentina – when they had that 

big earthquake in Chile. 

M: Really? What happened? 

W: Well, I was in a hotel in a small town just over the border from 

Chile. I woke up in the middle of the night because the bed was 

moving around. 

M: I don’t believe it! What did you do? 

W: I didn’t know what to do. They say you should get under a table 

or something, and not go outside – but I was so scared, I started 

putting on my clothes. 

M: What happened next? 

W: By the time I got dressed, the floor had stopped moving. Then I 

switched on the TV and saw there’d been a very big earthquake 

on the other side of the Andes mountains, in Chile. 

M: How awful! 

W: Yes, I’ve never been so scared in my life!  
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3 

G = Girl  B = Boy 

G: I’m definitely going to the Moon. 

B: Sorry? Can you say that again? 

G: I’m going to the Moon! 

B: You’ve lost me. I don’t get what you’re saying. 

G: It’s simple! They’re selling flights to the Moon now. I’ve always 

wanted to go there. 

B: But they cost millions of dollars! 

G: I know. But they’ll get cheaper in twenty or thirty years’ time. I’m 

going to save all my money and one day, I’ ll go there. 

B: Do you mean to say that you’re not going to spend any money 

for years and years, just to go to the Moon? 

G: Yes. It’s my dream. And I believe that dreams can come true ... 

B: Well, who knows, you might be right … 
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4 

N = Nick  J = Jack  

N: The way I see things, we should start our own business, Jack. 

It’s the only way to escape the rat race. 

J: That’s a great idea, Nick. But what kind of business? We need 

an original idea – one nobody’s thought of. 

N: Well, I suggest we do something with computers. Everyone has 

one now, you know. 

J: Right. Do you have anything in mind? 

N: How about if we have an online translation service?  

J: I’m not sure that’s a very good idea, Nick.  

N: Why not? 

J: Because we don’t speak any foreign languages. 

N: I know that! But you can do anything these days with 

technology. We’ll use online dictionaries! 

J: Honestly, Nick, you must be mad! It’ll never work. 
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5 

W = Woman  S = Sales assistant 

W: Excuse me. 

S: Yes, madam? How can I help you? 

W: Could you tell me which dishwasher is better? This smaller one, 

or that bigger one? 

S: They’re both very good, madam. But I think the smaller one is 

slightly more expensive. 

W: Really? The smaller one should be cheaper, shouldn’t it?  

S: I’m not sure, madam. Would you mind waiting a minute while I 

go and check? 

W: Of course not.  

S: I’m sorry to keep you waiting, madam, but our computer’s 

crashed. 

W: Do you mean to say you don’t have a price list? 

S: I’m afraid not, madam. All the prices are on the computer. I’ ll 

have to wait until they sort it out. Could you come back in half an 

hour? 

W: I’m afraid I can’t. I’m having a big dinner party for 30 people 

tonight and I need a new dishwasher now! 
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6 

A = Alex  G = Gary 

A: Would you mind opening this tin of tuna for me, Gary?  

G: Sure. Where’s the tin opener? 

A: In the drawer over there. 

G: Are you sure it’s in this drawer, Alex? I can’t see it.  

A: It should be there. I remember using it yesterday to open a tin of 

tomatoes. 

G: Well, I can’t find it. 

A: Oh no, don’t say I threw it away when I was clearing up. What 

are we going to do? We can’t live without a tin opener. It’s the 

most important invention for the kitchen in the last 100 years. 

G: You must be joking. What about the cooker, the fridge and ... 

A: No, I’m perfectly serious. I love my cooker, and the fridge is a 

wonderful invention too, but have you ever tried to open a tin 

without a tin opener? It’s absolutely impossible . I couldn’t live 

without it. 
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  Track 12:    Mid-course Test, Pronunciation exercise 

1 

family   drama   married   ambitious 

 

2 

inquiry   risk   science   fiction 

 

3 

romantic   forgot   comedy   job 

 

4 

genetic   remember   engineering   period 

 

5 

hear   earn   leader   freeze 

 

6 

fun   discussion   furious   wonderful 

 


